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Fashion should follow utility. Here are a few tips to assure you prepare to show with your horse’s best interest in mind:

Eyes

The horse uses the long lashes around the eyes to see at night. If you cut them, you’ll likely notice more bangs on your horse’s face. In fact, he’ll walk into his stall walls in the dark. Judges love horses. They know those lashes are important to the horse’s well-being. If your horse is well turned out, with long lashes around his eyes, the judge should understand and respect that you made a decision in your horse’s favor.

Muzzles

If your horse does not like his muzzle trimmed, it is likely that he has been burned by a hot machine. So, keep your clippers clean and well-oiled. Using a disposable razor is an easy and convenient way to get a quick, comfortable and clean shave.
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Coronary Bands

Many people believe that you will dry out the hoof by trimming the hair short around the coronary band. Others say it makes the hoof more sensitive. Whatever the truth, all you need is a clean line around the hoof. I like to just cut the hair around the coronary band with scissors. They avert any of these problems and are quicker and easier to use than mechanized trimmers.

Ears

Horses that essentially live on the road have the inside of their ears trimmed bald. It accentuates the lines for showing. If you brush the inside of the ears daily, the skin will get very shiny and be more resilient to irritation and the sun. If you don’t groom vigorously each day or show at a lot of A shows and your horse spends a lot of time outside, I don’t recommend trimming your horse’s ears bald. You can look well prepared for smaller shows by squeezing the ears together and trimming along the edges.

This will keep long hairs from sticking out like a teddy bear. The horse will look clean cut enough for less competitive shows and still have protective hair.

Either way, you can trim to enhance his conformation. If the ears are really big, cut straight across the top. A blunt line over the ear will make it look smaller. Follow the natural form over the tip of small and normal-sized ears to accentuate their beauty. Cismont Manner leaves the tips long to enhance the horse’s expression.



Enjoy all!

~Ruthann
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    Ruthann Smith has spent a lifetime studying sound horsemanship- both as a groom for top international horses and as a renowned braider. Quietly twisting manes atop a ladder, she watched and learned in some of the best stables in the world.
 	

  As her passion for great grooming grew, Ruthann became focused on researching, collecting and sharing the best practices of the world’s keenest horsemen. Ultimately, Ruthann used her vast experience to develop exceptional equine grooming products to help raise the bar of horsemanship.
  	

  The knowledge she dispenses and the products Ruthann developed solve age-old grooming issues. Making quality horse care easier, they have received the highest honors in the equine industry*.  Her Lucky Braids for Top Turnout coat care and braiding products are the best, most versatile, cost-effective and easiest solutions available on the market today.
  	

  Now Ruthann offers her LOVE, LOVE Guarantee.  If not totally thrilled with a product she developed, Ruthann will refund you in full, regardless of where you purchased it.
  

  It’s her life’s mission to empower horses by educating, motivating and equipping their people to be true horsemen.  You can access Ruthann’s tips at: The Grooming Resource on LuckyBraids.com, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Pinterest and her Horsemanship Clinics. 
  

  *After testing 350 products, Lucky Braids All-In-One Horse Shampoo was named product of the year by Horse Journal, the  “Consumer Reports” of the industry.  They also named Lucky Braids Shampoo and Top Pick for greys and whites.  Lucky Braids specialized braiding yarn also got stellar reviews.
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